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FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN
August 2010

What is the best way to deal with
disappointment? | have found myself asking
that question too many times this summer. |

consider myself a ,g
there are some seasons of life when things
just don"t seem to g

mind that none of the things that have
occurred have been
annoyances of life are simply called
di sappoint ment s.

ar en=th alnigfi e g ; they
lose faith. But they can put you in a bad
mood, and if too many of them jump up on
you, they can have a lingering impact on
both you and those around you.

The biggest disappointment for me
this summer was my vacation time. | had
originally planned on going to Australia —
one of my dream locations. Unfortunately
those plans fell through, so my family
planned to head down to Kentucky and then
|l *“d head over to Oh
my wuncl e® s phy sadrseand
he eventually died. That of course changed
our schedul e. An d
being there for family is infinitesimally more
important than a vacation. But it was
disappointing not to spend away time with
loved ones, and work schedules woul d n°
allow the trip to be rescheduled the rest of
the summer. That - added to a few other
Situations t ha-tandi
admit | was a bit bummed.

So how does one deal with
disappointments like that? There are three

t

dl

t hings | " vlelpful. ocQmen—daket ¢
them to God. God w3i
feeling. And whether or not we enjoy

sharing our emotions with other people, the
Lord is always there to hear us and guide us
in the way we should go. And it usually

TH

helps to release those difficulties of the heart.
It allows us to be unburdened and know that
the One who can truly do something about
them is attending them.
Secondly — come up with something
| elss & lopkaferward ftoy |If jore plgnefallss o n
through, work on another that is of interest
oafpduyoway! amswck®ap €ir
exciting as the previous plan, but instead of
ragliking Thoevrd wapdt gy
better to put the energy into something fun
1 edpd mgapingfdl + horri fic;
1 o n * tAndcthirdlys—erealizeptiat in rgality,
your life is already so much better than most
people who live now or have ever lived. If
you have a roof over your head, food to eat
and clean water to drink, access to health
care, and transportation available, you are
ahead of so much of the world just in your
everyday life. At times, we Americans get so
caught up in how much we need to be
entertained that we forget others are
struggling to just survive. So the next time
oyou targ Upsstey@u hapertq sgayy horge on a
c aiyreay Righto racoggizg that wou have a
TV. to watch, a bed to sleep in, and the
| frepdonhte go to wershifp the extimorping.
It puts things in a different perspective.
Disappointment is no fun. When we
| ook forward to somet hi
t out the way we wanted it, it can take all the
wind out of our sail s.
mourn the fact somet hir
n“iltt] “ wo PRt ogyltri ght to | et
to call upon God for help and a listening ear,
appreciate what you have, and start planning
something else. Who knows? The next plan
y  Npjght turn out even better!

y nt s Planging g ighter fulirg With yae * r e
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
June 6 - 125
June 13 - 103
June 20 - 80
June 27 - 90
July 4 - 85
July 11 - 100
July 18 —110
July 25 - 116

DVD RECORDINGS

Remember that DVD recordings are
being made of every Sunday worship
service. If you are sick or unable to attend
worship, you are welcome to borrow, or buy
one to seeand hearwhat you missed!
The cost to buy is $2 for each DVD.

GOODSEARCH.com

What if the Federated earned a penny
every time you search the Internet? Or how
about if a percentage of every purchase you
made on-line went to support our church?
Well now it can! GoodSearch.com is a new
search engine that donates half of its
advertising revenue (about a penny a search)
to the charities its user designates. Use it
just as you would any search engine and
watch the donations add up. Just go to
www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter
Wauconda Federated Church as the charity
you want to support. Make this site one of
your favorites.

FACEBOOK PAGE

Attention, all you Facebookers out
there! The church now has its own page
where we will keep a schedule of the events
happening at the church. Be sure to Friend
us (Federated Church of Wauconda) and get
regul ar updates as
your faith family!

GAME NIGHT — New Schedule

Starting in September, we will have a
new location for our Game Night. It will be
held in the church basement — allowing
ample room for both adult and kid games.
We will also only do this every odd-
numbered month — September, November,
January, et c. | f It
demand for it, we"]|/|
on even-numbered months. But for now, our
next Game Night will be on Saturday, Sept.
18 at 7:00pm at the church.

ACOLYTES WANTED

With the kick-off of the new church
year coming up in just a few weeks in
September, we * d | ove
acolytes (the children who light the candles
for the worship service) join the rotation.
We ask that you be five to twelve years of
age. Pastor Ryan and Peggy Redmore will
train you — let us know if interested!

CHANGE IN THE NEWSLETTER
Beginning  with  the  October
newsletter, the writing will be a bit different!
Pastor Ryan has been writing the majority of
the articles, but beginning later this year,
you the congregation will have the chance to
provide the news of the church. Each
Commission and Committee is encouraged
to write up the events and ministries they are
accomplishing and submit them each month.
This can also be don:
in charge of each event. The Beacon is one
of the best ways to get information out about
your specific event or ministry, so be sure to
get your news in! Sylvia Chen and Jani
Duffin will take over the leadership reigns,
while Judy Pinkonsly will still be putting it

t dogetpenagdicopydng iy Blgasa epntaes them w i t

ifyouhaveart i cl es you®“d | i
they can get them to the office by the third
Tuesday of the month for inclusion in the
next month®"s Beacon.


http://www.goodsearch.com/

SUMMER MUSIC SCHEDULE

We still have a month of special music
to hear — plan to attend to hear these people
perform music for God and you!

August 1 — Mary Steffen

August 8 — Candee Nustra

August 15 — Camryn Meyer, piano

August 22 — Mary Ann Beatty

August 29 — Pastor Ryan and Nick

Batson — vocal duet

Sept. 5 — Ruth Regan

SPIRITUAL GIFTS INVENTORIES

Thank you to everyone who filled out
a spiritual gifts inventory and returned it to
Pastor Ryan. They were very informative
and helpful to knowing what our
congregation is gifted for. This information
will be used in the future to help us plan
ministries that our people are interested in,
passionate about, and gifted for.

| f y ou haventttand f
would like to find out what your gifts are,
pl ease see Pastor
give you one.

R

UPDATE ON NEW ITEMS FOR THE
CHURCH

Thanks to your generosity, we have
raised enough money to pay for the three
, bl g“ 1 tems t haetdoft—h
Sanctuary carpeting, pew cushions, and a
lighted outside sign! The blue carpeting and
wood accenting should be installed the
second week of August — creating a new
look for the Sanctuary. The complementary
pew cushions will hopefully arrive by the
end of the month. And our new sign with
interchangeable letters and numbers should
be up paralleling Rt. 176 by the end of
August as well. Thank you to all who gave
money for these projects, including those
family members who okayed the use of
memorial funds to honor their loved ones.

117}

yaomai séle'Gbdbes

These gifts will last a long time and enhance
everyone®s worshippin

ADDITIONAL WORSHIP _SERVICE IN
FALL MONTHS

The Wor ship
consensus was that we should remain with
the one worship service as we enter the fall
months. We tried having two services but
the second one did not have many attendees.
But we know that several people really liked
the intimate feel of that second service.

So, for the months of Sept., Oct. and
Nov. , w e “ dsomiething.e Ontthe t
third Sunday of each
second service beginning at 11:00am. It will
be totally different from the 9:30am service
thus offering a different worship
experience for those
second one as well. Sept e mber * s
will be held on Sept. 19 in the Duffin
Mdmeridl Prayer eécarden. Many people
enj oy out si de wor s hi

haap pbyi st
der attert

Co

you" | | consi
ability to sleep in a bit as well!

IDEAS FOR NEW MINISTRIES

We at the Federated Church are
always interested in new ideas for ministries
that hwill rhandr Gosl @nsl help our brothers
and sisters. If you have any ideas that could
originate in our church, please see either
Pastor Ryan or a Board memb e r .
to hear it and see how it might be
implemented into our offerings.

We e

NOTHING BUT NETS

Be watching for more information on
this important ministry. Our VBS kids will
be raising funds for malaria-preventing nets
for the kids in Africa. Our Kick-off Sunday
on September 12 will center on how we can
help.




LOVE INC

As Love INC readies itself to open
their Wauconda-located center on September
1, here is some information which will
change how our church and our community
can help those in need:

O

Love INC

Love In the Name of Christ
Lake County Southwest

Mobilizing The Church to Transform Lives
and Communitiefn the Name of Christ

WAUCONDA Lole INC Lake
County Southwest, a local affiliate of the
national Love INC Movement in
Minneapolis, announces the location of its
local office: 1000 Brown Street, Ste 312 in
Wauconda. The office will house the
affiliate's clearinghouse operations,
scheduled to open in early September of this
year, as well as provide a warehouse for
storing donated items and a space for
meetings and seminars. "Our Board and
others have been working hard for more than
a year to make Love INC Southwest Lake
County a reality,” said Joe Besenjak,
Executive Director for the affiliate. "With
our clearinghouse location set, we will focus
on growing our partnerships with churches
and agencies, recruiting and training
volunteers and getting to better know the
needs in our area."

The mission of Love INC (In the Name
of Christ) is to mobilize the church to
transform lives and communities in the name
of Christ. For more information visit
LoveINCSouthwest.org and LovelNC.Org.
Contact: Joe Besenjak
Phone: 847-494-0455
Email: jbesenjak@loveincsouthwest.org

In July, I met with Joe Besanjak, the
director of Love INC - Lake County

Southwest. He told me of some
opportunities we have to help out with this
new endeavor. The first is financial — about
40% of the funds needed come from
monthly supporters, 40% comes from the
Board, and 20% comes from individual and
business donations. If you believe this is a
worthy charity to give to, please give
individually or through the church.

The second is through volunteering.
As they get ready to open, there are a
number of positions that needed to be filled.
They are:
1. Clearing house intake workers —
These are people who take the phone calls of
people in need. They write down the needs,
and should be good listeners and
encouragers. If possible, each volunteer
would work a four-hour shift each week —
from 9am to 1pm, or 1 to 5pm.
2. General administration help — this
would be available to those who want to
help as they have time. Tasks would be
sending out letters, filing, etc.
3. On-call delivery people — possibly
once a month, you would be called upon to
deliver furniture in southwest Lake County
to those who need it.
4. Taking Board meeting minutes — If
you enjoy taking good meeting minutes, this
would be a big help to the Board. They meet
one Thursday each month from 2 to 4pm.
Let Pastor Ryan know if you are interested
in learning more about any of these
volunteer opportunities.

FELLOWSHIP DINNER — September 25
On Saturday, September 25 at 5:30pm
we will be meeting at the church and
carpooling to
for dinner. They have ice cream!

Jason*”
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103559715328&s=166&e=0012Aqwpwcc9G_D9-IzWLVTAU_VGcrvgjhzKCmySXfR_5KaYP1tl9LMW2p7d7m6PCma0MvxXv4CAYPhmeGpiSWNcge5vgEE3u_l
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USHERS NEEDED

Du e t o S 0Ome us he-t
are in need of some new ushers for the fall.
We “ v e been bl essed

people who help with ushering, but several
have had recent health issues and need to
step down. Please let Peggy Redmore or
Pastor Ry an know i
There 1 s a rotati
four to six weeks. You will also be trained
Sso that you®“re c okmf
We could use your help — let us know if you
can help your church!

VBS THANK YOU

As we mail the Beacon this week, our
Vacation Bible School is going on. We
want to thank everyone who helped out —
whether it was coordinating, teaching,
making crafts, providing food, donating
money to buy needed supplies, or praying
for the program. The kids are having a great
time and we appreciate all the help that was
given to make it a success. Look for more
information in the September edition.

THANK YOU FROM SAMI

Greetings Federated! Much gratitude
to all of you is being sent in this note! A big
thank you to all that have been praying for
me, sent me letters and emails and called me
since my surgeries in May, 2010. They
made and continue to make my recuperation
much easier and knowing | am prayed for
encourages me on those tougher days.
Looking forward to seeing more of everyone
real soon. Thanks again. God bless. Sami

5" ANNUAL CROQUET
TOURNAMENT — August 8

Please join us for some summer
fun, competition, food and
laughter on August 8" at 12noon
in Pastor Ryan" s bac
The bi g gues

on

ortabl e

Pastor Ryan finally get to win? Sloppy Joes

and rbevdrages with den frozideqd. Rlease
bring a dish to pass.
wi t h very dedi cat ed

SUPER SENIORS FISH FRY — August 13
The Super Seniors will get together
for another Fish Fry outing at the American

f Legyoo Hall in Wauconda d¢n &rrdagy,sAugesd .

18 at &b:30pmo @rHe dost ranges fvom abaitv e r
$5-10. Hope to see you there!
with your t a
NONAGENARIAN SUNDAY — August 15

A few years ago, we celebrated our
nonagenarians in our congregation (those

fromage 90-9 9 ) . Since that
a few join their rank
these distinguished seniors. On Sunday,

August 15, we “ | | rec
they*"d |i ke to say a

them with a rose and cake for their
dedication. Please let Pastor Ryan or the
office know if you (or a loved one) is one of
t his sel ect group-
conditioned Sanctuary on August 15" to
celebrate our nonagenarians!

CARE CENTRE SERVICE — August 15
We are changing the format of our
monthly Care Centre service a bit. We now
center our service on the music and prayer —
to accommodate the desires of the residents.
If you are able to help on August 15 with
either music or helping to wheel the
residents to the Dining Hall where the
service is held, please arrive by 3:15pm.

FOCW LUNCHEON — August 21

Ladies, our Annual Luncheon will be
at “Seasons of Lo
McHenry Road, Long Grove, on Saturday,
August 21 at 11:30am. We can car pool
from the church at 11:00am. The cost for
t he “Bounti ful B
Reservations and payment to FOCW is due

ng

uf |

S by .Mlgust [15. You can contact Cheryl Ficht



847-526-1228, Lisa Knight 847-526-9726,
or Cher Zeller 847-526-2567. There are
sign-up sheets on the table in the Narthex.
Don*t miss this
of good food and wonderful fellowship.
Hope to see you there.

FELLOWSHIP MEETING — August 29

Our next Fellowship Committee
meeting will be on August 29 right after our
worship service.

BLESSING OF THE PETS — September 9

Our pets are members of our family.
We love them, and they offer us love and
companionship in return. Pastor Ryan will
be blessing our animals in the parsonage
backyard at the 11:00am service on Sunday,
September 19. There will be a brief worship
service to thank God for our faithful friends.
Each pet will then be introduced and blessed
with prayer. Treats and water will be
offered for the dogs and cats. If the weather
Is bad, the rain date for the blessing will be
Sunday, Sept. 26 at 12noon.

KICK-OFF SUNDAY — Sept. 12

Sunday, Sept. 12 will be our Kick-Off
Sunday for 2010. The regular yearly
schedule will begin again with our worship
service at 9:30am. Sunday School for
children will start after the Ch i
Message. The Choir will be singing once
again, and the annual Church Picnic held in
the backyard of the parsonage.

The fun will begin at 11:00am with
games, and the food will be served at
11:30am. The church will provide the meat
and drinks we need some good
barbequers!!! Bring a dish or two to pass, so
that we have plenty of food for everyone to
eat . (I'n case of
meal upstairs in the Fellowship Hall.)

YOUTH EVENT — September 19
The United Methodist churches in our
cluster are sponsoring a Youth Explosion on

c halil

| dr

b

Sunday, Sept 19 from 5:00 to 7:00pm in
Crystal Lake. Pastor Ryan will be heading
over, so if you are a youth and would like to

n chear & otudentded gvorship tbanda fsome r n

acting, play on a moon Walk and other
games, and have great food, let him know.
We “ | | | eave at 4:
grades 7 through 12.

BRING A FRIEND SUNDAY
September 26

You are encouraged to Bring A Friend
to worship on Sunday, Sept. 26. Sometimes
we would like to invite a family member or
friend to worship,
when. This is your chance. There will be
ot her ,first timers
friends won-®t feel
will be singing special music as well. Ask
God for the courage to ask a friend, family
member or neighbor to church —it just might
change their life!

SUPER SENIORS OCTOBERFEST —
October 2

We will have our Octoberfest Fall
Dinner on Saturday, October 2 at 5:00pm for
all our Super Seniors. We need help with
setting up, decorating, ideas and
entertainment. Contact Lou Ann at 224-

e §8-1851 if you would like to help.

We will also be having a Christmas
party in December. Watch for more details
to come!

FALL RUMMAGE SALE —
October 7,8, &9
Please start saving your gently used
items for our Fall Rummage Sale which will
be October 7, 8, and 9. You can bring your
quonations to the Annex anrﬁi)me“n?w and We
& Qi Be§ifsortthGin septentbr. ! a
Our next FOCW meeting will be

Monday, August 23 at 7:00pm. Hope to see
you there!

30pr
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If you would like your birthday or
anniversary acknowledged in the BEACON,

W
NIVERSARIES s

please call the office at 847-526-8471.

22 | Charles Lucius

27 | Alicia Knight

28 | Tabitha Lucius

29 | Edward Buisson

29 | Kevin Buschick

29 | JoAnn Freeman

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

29 | Dante Messenger-Christman

01

Rhiannon Cummins

29 | MacKenzie Morrison

02

Kathie Carr

02

Mary Cook

02

Steve Gendusa

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

09

Julie Fiscus

04 | Neal & Lavonia Smith

10

Sally Schumacher

07 | Curtis & Bonnie DeBoer

13

Wendell Knigge

17

Cheryl Ficht

18

Stephanie Stuckmann

19

Andrew Buccola

19

Cheryl Zeller

21

Lynn Buschick

26

Michelle Block

29

Pat Bacon

29

Sami El-Yasir

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

01

Zachary & Mary Carr

20

Paul & Pat Bacon

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

02

Pam Wilson

YOU ARE IN OUR THOUGHTS AND
PRAYERS

Verdalee BjorgeSarah Brock, Scott
Brommelkamp, Tom Chmura, Laura
Culberg, Laurel Doody, Tabitha Earnest,
Sami EtYasir,Florence ForbeskEugene
Green Kitty Green, Kenny Hironimus,
Verdelle Jonak, Lori & Jim Keelan, itkey
Koza, Beverly Kyllingstad, Kathy Langford,
Nancy LuciusRuth Milling, Marjorie
Perino, Evelyn Pierce, Jimmy Porten,
Deanna Shackleforddary Taylor, Jan
ThomasBeverly Tower, Melody Veléncke
& family, Dorothy andJack Wheelock,
Bruce Winkler

03

Mark Gendusa

04

Christopher Matthews

07

Sue Cummins

09

Dawn Ruley

10

Arnold Potter

12

Linda Vrabec

18

Bonnie DeBoer

18

Vaughan Jeffers

18

Nancy Lucius

19

Megan Aiken

20

Cody Freeman

20

Evan Taylor

21

Shirley Farnsworth

-« Our condolences to the family

) & and friends of:
Ken Ramstadt upon the
’ﬁl;‘g passing of his wife Cathy on
‘ June 17; Pastor Ryan on the
passing of his Uncle David on
June 24; JoAnn Freeman upon the passing of
her Uncle John on July 4; and to the family
and friends of Helen Grimes who passed

away on July 17.



AUGUST 2010 USHERS & ACOLYTES

SEPTEMBER 2010 USHERS & ACOLYTES

DATE

| USHERS

| ACOLYTES

Greeter — Phil & Mary Abraham

Aug.

1

Dick Bode

Heidi Leo

Peggy Redmore

Chris Wilson

Aug.

Bonnie DeBoer

Jim Hill

Joyce Hill

Tony Rake

Aug.

15

Mary Cook

Dave Fehlman

JoANn Freeman

Ted Tremont

Aug.

22

Ruby Haugaard

Heidi Leo

DATE [ USHERS | ACOLYTES
Greeter — VVal Whitman

Sept. 5 Dick Bode Kristen Garlock
Heidi Leo Allie Vrabec
Peggy Redmore
Chris Wilson

Sept. 12 | Bonnie DeBoer Camryn Meyer
Jim Hill Nicole Powers
Joyce Hill
Tony Rake

Sept. 19 | Mary Cook Connor DeBoer
Dave Fehlman Kevin Pocztowski
JOANnn Freeman
Ted Tremont

Sept. 26 | Ruby Haugaard Kendra Rivers
Heidi Leo Paige Rivers

Gloria Murdock

Gloria Murdock

Ann Peterson

Ann Peterson

Aug.

29

Paul Bacon

Jutta Culbertson

Peggy Martin

Tom Martin

AUGUST WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Sept. 5 Bill Scott

Sept. 12 | Lyle Winkler
Sept. 19 | Linda Vrabec
Sept. 26 | Mary Steffen

Aug. 1 Sami El-Yasir
Aug. 8 Jani Duffin
Aug. 15 | Bonnie DeBoer
Aug. 22 | Lincoln Knight
Aug. 29 | Toni Null




Worship Schedule
Sundays - 9:30am
Fellowship -10:30am

CHURCH STAFF

Pastor ........cocooeeiiiiits R e WRyan Sutton
Pastor Ryan®"s -606-6314 H
Past or -Ryiakaviink@yghoo.com
Church Phone... -526-8471.
Church Fax...... -526-0966. §
Email .... federatedchur
Chur ch Secr eludygPinkonsly....|..
Church Custodian.......
Church Web Site:

www.federatedchurchofwauconda.org
Director of MuGsriMeyerOr
Nur sery At t e nNdnayracius....

J Become a greeter at Federated and make a
difference! Anyone interested in sharing a
smile, a hug, a handshake or just making
someone feel welcome, contact Mary Taylor
at 847-526-7151.

J We offer a cassette tape recording and a
DVD of our Sunday Worship service for
those of you who are unable to come to
church. If you are interested in receiving a
copy in the mail, please call the church
office and we will put your name on our
mailing list. Please feel free to return the
tapes to us when you are finished. We will
reuse them!

J Please remember to notify the church
office if you have a change of address or
phone number.

J If you no longer wish to receive a copy of
our BEACON newsletter, please drop us a
note or call the church office at 847-526-
8471 and we will remove your name from
our mailing list.

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE
Federated Church of Wauconda
Committed to God through Christ to enrich

the world through worship, mission,

witness, and service.

contributions of the following advertisers:
| 847
47 hoie 847 526~ 2115
c h20|0 @sdarc-g2é-eaasb a | net
: Wauconda Funeral
..... Denini s Homett ey
235 North Main Street
Wauconda, IL 60084
gani MarkA K!sselburg
Craig A. Kisselburg

BOEHMER CHEVROLET SALES, INC.
416 W. Liberty Street
Wauconda, IL 60084

847-526-2424
STEVEN K. BOEHMER find us at::
gmbuypower.com
boehmerchevrolet.com

&

WEM 5
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&

YOUR PLEDGE

Remember that all monetary gifts to the
church are tax-deductible. Just make sure
we know your name and address, and attach
your name to your contribution each time!
Thank you for your generosity.




How often do we think of "time" as
important? Some people are family due to
birth. Others are due to choice.

A young man learns what's most important
in life from the guy next door.

It had been some time since Jack had
seen the old man. College, girls, career, and
life itself got in the way. In fact, Jack
moved clear across the country in pursuit of
his dreams. There, in the rush of his busy
life, Jack had little time to think about the
past and often no time to spend with his wife
and son. He was working on his future, and
nothing could stop him.

Over the phone, his mother told him,
"Mr. Belser died last night. The funeral is
Wednesday." Memories flashed through his
mind like an old newsreel as he sat quietly
remembering his childhood days.

"Jack, did you hear me?" "Oh, sorry
Mom. Yes, | heard you. It's been so long
since | thought of him. I'm sorry, but I
honestly thought he died years ago,” Jack
said.

"Well, he didn't forget you. Every
time | saw him he'd ask how you were
doing. He'd reminisce about the many days
you spent over ‘his side of the fence' as he
put it,” Mom told him. "l loved that old
house he lived in," Jack said.

"You know, Jack, after your father
died, Mr. Belser stepped in to make sure you
had a man's influence in your life," she said.
"He's the one who taught me carpentry,"” he
said. "l wouldn't be in this business if it
weren't for him. He spent a lot of time
teaching me things he thought were
important.  Mom, I'll be there for the
funeral," Jack said.

As busy as he was, he kept his word.
Jack caught the next flight to his hometown.
Mr. Belser's funeral was small and
uneventful. He had no children of his own,
and most of his relatives had passed away.

The night before he had to return
home, Jack and his Mom stopped by to see
the old house next door one more time.
Standing in the doorway, Jack paused for a
moment. It was like crossing over into
another dimension, a leap through space and
time. The house was exactly as he
remembered. Every step, every picture,
every piece of furniture held memories.

Jack stopped suddenly. "What's
wrong, Jack?" his Mom asked. "The box is
gone," he said. "What box?" Mom asked.
"There was a small gold box that he kept
locked on top of his desk. | must have asked
him a thousand times what was inside. All
he'd ever tell me was 'the thing | value
most,™ Jack said. It was gone. Everything
about the house was exactly how Jack
remembered it, except for the box. He
figured someone from the Belser family had
taken it. "Now I'll never know what was so
valuable to him,"” Jack said. "l better get
some sleep. | have an early flight home,
Mom."

It had been about two weeks since Mr.
Belser died. Returning home from work one
day Jack discovered a note in his mailbox.
"Signature required on a package. No one at
home. Please stop by the main post office
within the next three days," the note read.

Early the next day Jack retrieved the
package. The small box was old and looked
like it had been mailed a hundred years ago.
The handwriting was difficult to read, but
the return address caught his attention. "Mr,
Harold Belser" it read. Jack took the box
out to his car and ripped open the package.
There inside was the gold box and an
envelope. Jack's hands shook as he read the
note inside. "Upon my death, please
forward this box and its contents to Jack
Bennett. It's the thing | valued most in my
life." A small key was taped to the letter.
His heart racing, tears filling his eyes, Jack
carefully unlocked the box. There inside he



found a beautiful gold pocket watch.
Running his fingers slowly over the finely
etched casing, he unlatched the cover.
Inside he found these words engraved:
"Jack, Thanks for your time! - Harold
Belser."

"The thing he valued most was my
time". Jack held the watch for a few
minutes, then called his office and cleared
his appointments for the next two days.
"Why?" Janet, his assistant asked. "I need
some time to spend with my son," he said.
"Oh, by the way, Janet, thanks for your
time!"

Think about this. You may not realize
it, but it's 100% true.

1. At least 2 people in this world love you so
much they would die for you.

2. At least 15 people in this world love you
in some way.

3. A smile from you can bring happiness to
anyone, even if they don't like you.

4. Every night, SOMEONE thinks about you
before they go to sleep.

5. You mean the world to someone.

6. If not for you, someone may not be living.
7. You are special and unique.

8. When you think you have no chance of
getting what you want, you probably won't
get it, but if you trust God to do what's best,
and wait on His time, sooner or later, you
will get it or something better.

9. When you make the biggest mistake ever,
something good can still come from it.

10. When you think the world has turned its
back on you, take a look; you most likely
turned your back on the world.

11. Someone that you don't even know
exists loves you.

12. Always remember the compliments you
received. Forget about the rude remarks.

13. Always tell someone how you feel about
them; you will feel much better when they
know and you'll both be happy.

14. If you have a great friend, take the time
to let them know that they are great.
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